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ref: clipping borrowed from Miss Martha Smith & her sis, Mrs. Emma Williams 5-17-59 
OE PASE PN ادها‎ go. alan Si. Ste 
newspaper interview with their grard-aunt Mrs.Emma Sibley Long,1410 So,6th (14042) 


"recalled ...early days in the city before the tr, when everything was fresh 
and fragrant with the odors from the nearby corn fields; when the bugle sounded the 
approach of the stage coach from Rockville, and when the negro deck hands on the 
steamer from New Orleans sang their old plantation songs on the banks of the Wabash. 
Tho 69 yrs old...her father came to TH in 1819, at which time there was but one 

old log house at the cor of 5th & Lafayette sts. He made the lst plow that ever 
tickled the soil of Ft.H prairie. He was the founder of Sibleytown and the builder 
of the 1st church afterwards known as Centenary. And there is an int story connecte 
with the bldg of the lst Centenary. Mr.S built a church at Sibleytown which answ 
the purp very well until the rr was built. Then it was too close to the road and 
the railroaders were accustomed to go there for the purp of raising a "rough hse." 
This led the congreg to the determ to build down in the town. From the church thus 
and then built, the present handsome structure on no 7th st has sprung. 

And in connec’ion with this lst rr Mrs,Long has an int story to tall. Tho a 
very little girl she rem dist taking a ride on the engine with her father and a 
co of girl friends when only 8 mi of track had been built. Wm.Waugh was the eng. 
And she rem the old lumbering stage and the shrill call of the bugle as it ent 
the town from Rockville carrying its dust cov passengers. ‘When we liv at what is 
now the cor of 5th and Tipp it was a farm and our corn field ext back to where the 
Big 4 station now stands. I rem many times going out into the cornfield to gather c 
corn for dinner. My Mother always told me to hurry back with the corn or the Indian 
would get me, Of course there were no Indians in those days but the time of the 
Indiars was not so remote but that we chil held them in holy ۴ 

Mrs.Long dist rem a May day party in 1852 wher many of the girls of the town 
gath in McGregor's grove to crown the queen of May. Miss Sophia Isaacs was the 
May cueen and among her maids were Mary. Ball, Emma Potter, Tilly Ball, Julia 
Potwin, Julia Ross, Rose Ross, Sarah Cornwell and Mary Austin. Mary Ball aft bec 
Mrs. Peddle. Miss Potter bec Mrs.Richardson, Tilly Ball bec Mrs.Mancourt and 
lives on Mulb st. Julia Ross m a Mr.Purcue, and Rose Ross bec a Mrs.Bryant. Mrs. 
Long rem that they crowned Miss Isaacs with great ceremony, sang songs and then 
Sat down to a long table groaning beneath the weight of good things to eat. Ind 
the early fifties the spelling bee was a fav social scheme. 

One of the pictures of the past that lingers in her mem is of a great celebrati 
of the /th of July in the Ft.H grove when the late "Uncle Dick" Thompson, then 8 
camparatively yg mar del the oration of the day and scored a great triumph. She 
rem the enthusiasm of the people. In those days, she says, the people were more 
demonstrative in their patriotism, if not mre patriotic. 

At the old Sibley sch hse she went to sch with Prof Govin of Greencastle and 
Mort Rankin. In those Sch days they called Mort Rankin "dad." And as for Prof 
Gobir they did not regard him as brilliantly promising - not that he waan't bright, 
for he was, but he looked so swkward." sd Mrs.Long, 

Ore of Mrs.Long's greatest treasures is an old brass dinner bell with which 
her mother was wont to call the men in from the fiels wh TH now stand, for dinner. 
The old bell is 75 yrs old if not older, and its welcome call has been heard by 
sev gen erations of the fam. 
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Early. Types. of Terre. Haute Homes. ‘and Buildings, 


see wee A 


Y MHE. ballding which housed ‘the ۱ School. 
4 or Old, North School tis still standing at: the . 
southwest corner of Third and Locust streets: 
has been’ many years since it served as a school, 
but the: essential پیت از نون‎ is the-same 28 he 

. original.: ۰ : ae 1 

The site was purchased by the school posta. hem 
the Sibley heirs in 1850 and a school erected which 
was opened for classes in the fall of 1831. Mr. 
Henry H. Teel was the first. teacher in the school. 
There were two class rooms but they must have. 


been fairly large as they were later divided up to: 


make smaller rooms when the building was con- 
verted to residential purposes. This change was 
made sometime after 1864 when the building was 
sold and ceased to function as a school, 

I have not been able to find a drawing or photo- 
sraph of the building while it still served as a 
school, so that I do not know what changes were 


x „made beyond what was oa in an old با و‎ apos 
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clipping of, some forty- years ago which stated that 
the principal changes in the building then were the- 
additions of partitions to adapt it to living pur- 
poses and the usual replacements to be expected | 


= in the life of a buillding. The newspaper illustra-. 


tion accompanying the article shows the same 
openings as exist today with the difference that; 
the window sash were. divided into small panes- 
which is not the case today, and It also shows the’ 
texture of tie brickwork which has since been 
stuccoed over.. 

This is either the e ie school in the city 
nor the most pretentious one, but I belleve it ts the 
earliest surviving building which was bulit to 
serve as a school. Numerous small private schools 
were conducted in early years in people’s homes or 
in church buildings and some of these may still 
exist, but they belong In a different classification 
and İ believe this can be called the earliest surviv- 


ing grade or district school punding in Terre Haute. 
ay باد‎ , ape Sc 


